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Submission to Legislative Council 
University of Tasmania Act 1992 

I am a University of Tasmania graduate and former UTAS employee (general award) and 

welcome the opportunity to make a submission to the Legislative Council. I have also 

studied with Deakin University, Victoria, by correspondence and online.  

(1) The constitution, functions and powers of the University;

The University of Tasmania’s plans to relocate from its purpose-built Sandy Bay campus to 

the Hobart city centre suggests the University has too much power, influence and time to 

waste on speculative real estate arrangements.  

The expansionist focus of UTAS suggests it has lost sight of its core business of teaching and 

research.  

The Vice-Chancellor, and whoever else at the University of Tasmania is behind the move, do 

not have expertise in economic or regional development, or the provision of public housing. 

So, why are they exerting so much influence in determining the future of Hobart city, or 

Sandy Bay for that matter? The lack of public consultation has been virtually non-existent. 

The people of Hobart deserve better. 

While acknowledging organisations may buy real estate in locations of their choosing, the 

University’s move to the Hobart central business district has serious implications for the city 

centre as a place for business.  By slowly “taking over the town”, the University is changing 

how Hobart city operates. This will have negative implications and impacts on the city 

centre for the residents of Hobart.  Significant businesses have left the city centre making it 

difficult for many people (particularly those without cars) to shop at places such as Harris 

Scarfe and Spotlight. 

The Hobart city centre needs to remain a commercial and business district where citizens 

can access a wide range of goods and services. Due to the University’s expansion into the 

city we have lost businesses such as: 

• K & D – the only hardware business in Hobart city

• Freedom Furniture – the city centre will be left with only two furniture shops

• Webster Limited – it was convenient having a stock and rural supplies business in

Hobart to avoid trips to Cambridge or Brighton.

• Midcity Hotel

Due to the University’s expansion into Hobart city, the city has also lost carparking such as 

the former outdoor Melville Street carpark on the corner of Melville and Elizabeth Streets. 

This carpark was once used for the Farmers Market on Sundays. Now, a section of Bathurst 

Street is be closed to accommodate the Farmers Market.  Bathurst Street acts as an 
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important link for people travelling down West Hobart to the Brooker Highway and towards 

the Tasman Bridge. 

It is understandable that the University’s Medical School is based in the Clinical School in the 

city so Medical students may gain valuable experience at the Royal Hobart Hospital and be 

near the Menzies Centre. However, why move the entire campus out of Sandy Bay? 

(2) The constitution, role, powers and obligations of the Council and Academic Senate;  

 
Under the University Act 1992 Section 7 (1a), “The University has power to do, both in Tasmania and 

elsewhere, all things necessary or convenient to be done for or in connection with the performance 

of its functions and, in particular, has power (a) to acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal 

property”. 

When this legislation was drafted, it was possibly unforeseen that the University would become 

dissatisfied with the perfectly good Sandy Bay campus and want to move into the city and create a 

very disconnected hotch-potch campus.  

By moving to the city, the University is going against the University Act 1992 Section 6 which states 

the University is: 

“to engage in activities which promote the social, cultural and economic welfare of the community 

and to make available for those purposes the resources of the University.” 

The Sandy Bay campus promotes social and community life for both students and the community by 

providing: 

• Theatres and galleries 

• Areas for entertainment 

• Sports grounds and a gymnasium 

• Landscapes with sculptures 

• Bushland areas and the Thomas Crawford Walking Trail 

• Buildings with important artworks (some of which are embedded into buildings so cannot be 

moved) 

• Scientific research facilities: 

o Geology houses important collections and research equipment 

o Plant sciences and zoology have important collections 

o Agricultural science has a large collection of glass houses 

The existing Sandy Bay campus also promotes research and economic welfare through the provision 

of education on a purpose-built campus with laboratories, important scientific and cultural 

collections, greenhouses, and the herbarium. 

The Sandy Bay campus is also valuable for students wanting to undertake combined degrees as 

various disciplines are contained on the one campus. The move to the city will mean students 

undertaking combined degrees will need to walk the city streets to access different campuses. 
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(3) The appropriateness of the Act to ensure accountable executive, fiscal and 

academic decision making; 
 

Hobart is the Tasmanian capital city and an important business district.  It should not be up to 

University executive and academics to be changing our city.   

Residents, business owners, ratepayers …the whole community should have been extensively 

consulted about such significant changes that will impact the city, Sandy Bay and the University of 

Tasmania. 

(4) The appropriateness of the Act to protect and promote academic freedom, 

independence and autonomy; and (5) Any other matters incidental thereto. 
 

Having followed the University of Tasmania relocation debate closely, I am concerned academic 

freedom, independence and autonomy is being jeopardised by the plans to leave the Sandy Bay 

campus. 

It seems neither academic nor general staff were properly consulted about the planned relocation.  

I also favour the university remaining at the Sandy Bay campus as combined degrees are becoming 

more popular.  

As a former Deakin University student I have noted that Deakin use a combination of online and on-

campus to teach courses.  The University of Tasmania should offer a combination of on-campus and 

online delivery rather than moving everything to online. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  

 

Tanzi Lewis BA (UTAS) Grad Dip PR (Deakin University) 

 

 

 

 




